A few good books?

ByZA} Sullivan

Reporter senior staff writer

he idea to seek donations of books from
* Butside the school to build up classroom
“*&." libraries in the elementary schools
evslved out of the office of Superintendent Dr.
Patricia McGeehan and a few people she gath-

ered-together for the purpose of celebrating

National Library Week last November.
“Once rolling, however, the program has
snowballed into an avalanche of reading mate-

rials that kids throughout the school district

can'take home to read.

Banations-build up classroom libraries

mentary schools over which Whitney is super-
visor, but also the high school.
The variety of books astounded Whitney

because they cover a huge area from children’s

and illustrated books to classic novels and
other young fiction, even non-fiction.

“Dr. McGeehan and the Literacy Committee
came up with this,” Whitney said. “The idea
was to build up the classroom libraries by get-
ting parents to donate books.”

. Buit the program grew so that focal business-

es and. civic groups soon also got involved,
donating books and money with which to pur-
chase books.

“E very classroom has its own library and students are ‘encouraged to

Che ‘Bayonne Book Buddies Program was
signed to- promote a love of reading, said
Deborah Whitney, who serves as the coordina-
for :the. Elementary School Libraries and
‘Home Instruction. :

This reading does not always have to go on

in-the schools, but — Whitney said — should go

on out in the community as well.

~ “Once a child learns to love reading, that

child becomes a better student,” Whitney said.
While the campaign was designed to have

parents and others bring books to the school

during the month of November, books still

trickle into the school, serving not only the ele-

A - ~borrow the hooks. Wejust want them to read.” — Deborah Whitney

Donations provided more than SCO' books to

_ Washington School alone — some of them new,

some of them used, but all of theni"in good
condition. G

Whitney distributed them, usually setting up
a room with the books laid out on a table.
Teachers come from each of the classrooms to
choose what they need, cr they bring back
books they no longer need in their classroom
library. :

“We have mostly fiction,” Whitney said.
“But we got a lot of non-fiction, too.”

The money donated allowed Whitney to
attend the Scholastic Book Fair in Central

N s

A ROOM FULL OF BOOKS — Parents and school officials gathered‘ at Washington

School to look over the more than 500 books collected as part of the Book Buddies

program.

Jersey in January, where she was able to pur-
chase many more books at significant dis-
counts.

Whitney and her assistants go through the
donated books, sorting them for what is age-
and subject-appropriate, then allow the teach-
ers to take what they need to stock their class-
room libraries.

“Every classroom has its own library and
students are encouraged to borrow the books,”
she said. “We just want them to read.”

“This is the first year the school district is
doing this,” she said, “but hopefully, we can do
this every year and designate November for
donating books.” :

see BOOKS page 19
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